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Wilson, that English prelates when they take to writing
aphorisms can be quite as caustic as the lay masters of
this form.1

Among living authors, Dr. MackaiFs writings show that
he possesses the aphoristic gift, although he rarely
exercises it. His definition of success in life is, however,
the most satisfactory I have ever found.

To have known the best, and to have known it for
the best, is success in life.

Mr. Bernard Shaw is almost the only living writer who
has published a collection of detached aphoristic sentences,
These are printed in his Maxims for Revolutionists.

We are told that when Jehovah created the world
he saw that it was good. What would he say now ?

1 Another dignitary of the English Church of a somewhat
earlier date, Sydney Smith, Canon of St. Paul's, though he wrote
some Maxims and Rules of Life, is more famous as a wit than as
an aphorist. A few of his sentences are, however, worth quoting :

A few yards in London dissolve or cement friendship.

The best way of answering a bad argument is to let it go on.

All establishments die of dignity

Arithmetic is the natural cure for the passion of fear.

Human beings cling to their delicious tyrannies and to their
exquisite nonsense, till death stares them in the face.

Errors, to be dangerous, must have a great deal of truth
mingled with them.

Who can prove his own personal identity ? A man may
think himself a clergyman, and believe he has preached for
these ten years past; but I defy him to offer any sort of proof
that he has not been a fishmonger all the time.

Peevishness is resentment, excited by trifles.

Old friendships are destroyed by toasted cheese, and hard
salted meat has led to suicide.

Manners are the shadows of virtue.

It is a great proof of shyness to crumble bread at dinner.

Death must be distinguished from dying, with which it is
often confounded.

Lightning must be the wit of heaven.